The prediction of child maltreatment in Greek families.
The study had two aims: First, to identify characteristics of physically maltreating families in the Attica region of Greece; and second, to produce a checklist of high risk predictors which may be used for screening, as an assessment, to enable secondary prevention of physical abuse and neglect. A case control design was used with individual matching. The sample comprised 197 physically abused and neglected children and their families referred to a multidisciplinary team. These were compared with 163 control children and their families attending a community health center. The findings suggest that abusing families differ from controls on a number of variables related to child, parental, and family characteristics. The statistical analysis produced a checklist of 15 Predictors. Their classification into High, Medium, and Low Predictors pointed out that the most prominent characteristics were those associated with parents' own adverse life experiences, mental health problems, bad quality of relationship between spouses, and parental neglect of the child's hygiene. The predictive ability of the checklist produced a sensitivity of 92% and a specificity of 96% (logistic regression) and a sensitivity of 86.8% and a specificity of 96.3% (discriminant function). The use of this checklist for screening is discussed with emphasis on methodological and ethical issues. Special emphasis is given on the cultural relevance of such an application within the Greek cultural milieu. The findings indicate that secondary prevention of child maltreatment in Greece is feasible by using a checklist of risk factors as predictors. Such screening should be accompanied by clinical assessment based on qualitative aspects of mother-infant interaction. Special emphasis should be given to the cultural relevance of this approach while ethical issues should be considered.